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Overview
The Fiftieth Arizona Legislature – Second Regular Session – convened on January 9, 2012 and 
adjourned May 3, 2012. 

Secular Coalition for Arizona once again made history this year at the start of session when we became 
the first state-level nontheistic lobby organization in the nation with a professional Executive Director 
and lobbyist. Legislatively, this meant that we were able to be present full-time at the Capitol making 
sure Arizona’s nontheistic citizens—atheists, agnostics, Humanists and freethinkers—were being 
represented during the public policy making process. We were able to talk directly to lawmakers, 
testify in committee hearings at the State Senate and House of Representatives, correspond regularly 
with legislators, submit written comments to public record—and persuade elected officials to change 
the language of legislation that privileged religious belief and practice. We are also in the process of 
getting to know the 2012 candidates for state and local office in Arizona, and we will be working with 
them to ensure they understand the issues important to the nontheistic community.

The Religious Right, led by the conservative Christian Center for Arizona Policy (CAP)—one of the 
most powerful lobby groups in Arizona—continued to make history as well, passing some of the most 
religiously motivated, anti-secular legislation in the country.  This year, however, we were able to 
powerfully and consistently oppose CAP’s bills at every step in the legislative process—and despite our 
underdog position and CAP’s ultimate success, we had multiple victories.

Legislative Affairs
The Secular Coalition for Arizona actively opposes bills and legislative activities that privilege religion, 
religious convictions, or a sect of religion in law over nonreligion, convictions of conscience, or other 
religions. We support bills that protect, strengthen, and rebuild the separation of state and church. 
SC Arizona identified and lobbied against 18 bills and resolutions this past session that represented a 
threat to secularism, 14 of which were conceived and/or supported by the CAP, and 9 which have since 
been signed by Governor Brewer and become law. SC Arizona identified and lobbied in support of 5 
bills this past session, none of which became law.  

Secular Coalition for Arizona’s Policy Advocacy 
(SB = Senate Bill; SCR = Senate Concurrent Resolution; HB = House Bill)
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Bills Opposed by SC Arizona

SB 1009 “Schools; Preference; Childbirth; Adoption” 
This bill requires public schools to teach childbirth and adoption as preferable to abortion—a state-
sponsored endorsement of a particular religious viewpoint that may conflict with medical advice or 
a student’s own best interest.

Actions Taken Outcome

• Submitted Comments in opposition to the 
Senate Education Committee

• Two Action Alerts distributed

• Passed by the Legislature and signed into law 
by Governor Brewer

SCR 1013 “Commending Israel”
This resolution expresses the Arizona State Legislature’s support for Israel based on the rationale 
that God granted the land to the Jewish people in the book of Leviticus.

Actions Taken Outcome

• Social media campaign • Unanimously adopted by the Senate

• Held in the House

SB 1047/1048 “Tax Credit; School Tuition Organizations”
These bills expand school tax credits that divert money from the public coffers and into religious 
schools. 

Actions Taken Outcome

• Submitted comments in opposition to  
SB 1047 to the Senate Finance Committee

• Testified in opposition to SB 1048 in the 
Senate Finance Committee

• Action Alert distributed

• SB 1047 and 1048 were combined into one 
bill and were passed by the Legislature and 
signed into law by Governor Brewer as  
SB 1047
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SB 1086 “Arizona State Guard”
This bill formed and mobilized an Arizona State Guard. The oath for the Guard, as written in the 
original bill, required swearing to God. SC Arizona remained neutral on the bill as a whole, but 
insisted that nonreligious Arizonans be given the option to affirm rather than swear to God should 
they wish to join the Guard.

Actions Taken Outcome

• Testified in the Border Security, Federalism 
and States Sovereignty Committee

• Worked directly with legislators on alternate 
oath wording

• The bill was amended to include an option to 
affirm the oath rather than swear to God, as 
per our recommendation

• Held in the House based on concerns 
unrelated to our amendment

SB 1359 “Civil Liability; Wrongful Birth, Life or Conception Claims; Application”
This bill allows doctors to refrain from informing pregnant women of prenatal health issues if 
the doctor feels the information could lead to an abortion—another example of science-based 
medicine in Arizona becoming a casualty in the Religious Right’s war on abortion.

Actions Taken Outcome

• Four Action Alerts distributed

• Social media campaign

• Passed by the Legislature and signed into law 
by Governor Brewer

SB 1360 “Gamete Donors; Informed Consent”
This bill requires disclosures to gamete donors that present a bias against particular procedures 
for reasons based on religious assumptions about human development and the value of genetic 
material rather than evidence. 

Actions Taken Outcome

• Corresponded with sponsors on improving 
bill language

• Submitted comments to Senate Healthcare 
and Medical Liability Reform Committee 
requesting amendments

• Held in committee
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SB 1361 “In Vitro Fertilization; Informed Consent”
This bill requires disclosures to In Vitro patients that may not represent the most accurate, up-
to-date scientifically supported medical information and are, in some cases, based on religious 
assumptions about human development and the value of genetic material rather than evidence.

Actions Taken Outcome

• Corresponded with sponsors on improving 
bill language

• Submitted comments to Senate Healthcare 
and Medical Liability Reform Committee 
requesting amendments

• Held in committee

SB 1365 “Free Exercise of Religion; Contracts”
This is a refusal of service and discrimination clause couched as a “religious liberty” bill, which 
empowers state-licensed professionals to deny services to anyone they object to on religious 
grounds (including LGBT people, religious minorities and nonbelievers).

Actions Taken Outcome

• Submitted comments to House Employment 
and Regulatory Affairs Committee in 
opposition

• Social media campaign

• Four Action Alerts distributed

• Passed by Legislature and signed into law by 
Governor Brewer

SB 1494 “Abortion; Informed Consent”
This bill is a personhood clause, defining a fetus as a human being and requiring that a woman 
seeking an abortion be informed that she is terminating “the life of a whole, separate, unique 
human being.” The bill represents a bias against particular medical procedures based on religious 
assumptions about human development rather than evidence, and it requires manipulative, 
sentiment-based disclosures rather than medical facts.

Actions Taken Outcome

• Submitted comments to the Senate Public 
Safety and Human Services Committee in 
opposition

• Held in committee
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HB 2036 “Abortion; Procedures; Informed Consent; Requirements”
This is a dangerously anti-science bill that jeopardizes “best practices” in medical care as part of the 
Religious Right’s war on abortion. There is no evidence to support the medical procedures it legislates 
and it fails to ensure that women receive unbiased, comprehensive information about their health.

Actions Taken Outcome

• Testified in the Senate Judiciary Committee 
in opposition

• Four Action Alerts distributed

• Social media campaign

• Passed the Legislature and signed into law by 
Governor Brewer

HB 2563 “Bible Influence; Schools; Elective”
This bill legalizes teaching the Christian Bible in public schools, while current statute disallows 
teaching all non-Christian holy books. This represents an unconstitutional preferencing of the 
Christian Bible and suppresses the voices of religious minorities and nonbelievers.

Actions Taken Outcome

• Testified in the House Education Committee 
in opposition; amendments recommended

• Corresponded with the bill’s sponsor on 
amendments that would bring the bill in line 
with the Constitution 

• Five Action Alerts distributed

• Social media campaign

• Amended to protect “nonreligious views” of 
students, but other recommendations which 
may have made the bill constitutional were 
not adopted

• Passed by Legislature and signed into law by 
Governor Brewer

HB 2622 “School Rankings; Display; Time Period”
This bill contains a potentially unconstitutional “rider” that attaches elements of vetoed 
Empowerment Accounts bill HB 2626 as an amendment. The amendment expands a program that 
uses taxpayer dollars to directly fund religious schools and religious homeschool curricula.  
The Empowerment Account amendment was added at the very last stage in the legislative process, 
so constituents had little opportunity to respond in any meaningful way.

Actions Taken Outcome

• Action Alert distributed

• Social media campaign

• Passed by Legislature and signed into law by 
Governor Brewer
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HB 2625 “Insurers; Healthcare; Religious Beliefs”
This bill privileges religious belief over other kinds of convictions by allowing employers to deny 
women contraception coverage because of faith-based objections.

Actions Taken Outcome

• Submitted comments to the Senate Judiciary 
Committee in opposition

• Five Action Alerts distributed

• Social media campaign

• Defeated in the Senate

• Motion to reconsider passed

• Floor amendment passed, expanding the 
definition of “religious employer” and 
providing refusal privileges only to such 
employers rather than all employers with a 
religious objection

• Passed by the Legislature and signed into law 
by Governor Brewer

HB 2626 “Empowerment Scholarship Accounts; Expansion”
This bill expands the program that uses public money to directly fund religious schools and religious 
homeschool curricula.

Actions Taken Outcome

• Submitted comments to the House Ways and 
Means Committee

• Two Action Alerts distributed

• Vetoed by Governor Brewer

HB 2774 “Property Tax Exemptions; Religious Property”
This bill expands existing tax privileges for religious property, representing state financial 
endorsement of religious institutions.

Actions Taken Outcome

• Two Action Alerts distributed

• Social media campaign

• Failed in the Senate

• Motion to reconsider passed and bill passed 
the Senate on the reconsideration

• Conference committee recommended that 
the House accept the Senate amendments 
and the bill be further amended 

• No further action was taken and the bill was 
never sent to the Governor
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HB 2800 “Public Funding; Family Planning; Prohibition”
This bill was specifically designed to prevent Planned Parenthood, and other clinics that provide 
abortions, from being reimbursed by the state for even the non-abortion-related healthcare 
services they provide. The bill represents a religious bias against abortion rather than evidence-
based policy on the most effective use of Medicaid funds.

Actions Taken Outcome

• Four Action Alerts distributed

• Submitted comments to the House 
Health and Human Services Committee in 
opposition

• Submitted comments to the Senate 
Healthcare and Medical Liability Reform 
Committee in opposition

• Passed by the Legislature and signed into law 
by Governor Brewer

HB 2838 “Abortion; Procedures; Requirements; Informed Consent”
This is a dangerously anti-science bill that jeopardizes “best practices” in medical care as part of 
the Religious Right’s war on abortion. There is no evidence to support the medical procedures it 
legislates and it fails to ensure that women receive unbiased, comprehensive information about 
their health.

Actions Taken Outcome

• Testified in House Health and Human 
Services Committee in opposition

• Held in committee
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Bills Supported by SC Arizona

SB 1462 “Schools; Bullying Policies; Definition”
This bill expands the requirements for school district policies on harassment, intimidation and 
bullying. It establishes a statutory definition of bullying. SC Arizona is technically neutral on the 
bill because it is unrelated to church-state separation; however, all of the objections raised were 
religiously motivated, anti-LGBT arguments. SC Arizona insisted that objections to the bill be secular 
and reason-based, and that religion not be used as an excuse to bully LGBT students.

Actions Taken Outcome

• Social media campaign

• Contacted House members to pressure for 
moving the bill forward

• Held in the House

HB 2331 “Emergency Contraception”
This bill prevents religious refusal clauses from eliminating access to emergency contraception. 
It requires the pharmacist’s religious beliefs about dispensing medications be accommodated 
ONLY IF doing so does not create undue hardship for the patient, such as causing a delay in filling 
the prescription. The bill also requires healthcare professionals to provide information about 
emergency contraception to rape victims and to immediately refer the patient to another provider 
who is immediately available if religious belief prevents them from providing such information.

Actions Taken Outcome

• Contacted key House members asking for the 
bill to be scheduled

• Died without ever being heard Committee

HB 2616 “Schools; Sex Education”
This bill requires schools to provide sex education that is medically accurate and comprehensive, 
ending Arizona’s religiously-motivated (and highly unsuccessful) abstinence-only programs.

Actions Taken Outcome

• Contacted House Committee chairs asking 
for the bill to be scheduled

• Died without ever being heard Committee
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HB 2812 “Nonprescription Contraceptive Devices; Pharmacies”
This bill requires pharmacies to make nonprescription contraception accessible to customers 
without assistance, which protects customers from being denied access to contraception due to 
religious refusal clauses.

Actions Taken Outcome

• Contacted key House members asking for the 
bill to be scheduled

• Died without ever being heard Committee

HB 2813 “Pharmacies; Consumer Notification”
This bill requires pharmacists to file a waiver with the Department of Health Services if they will 
refuse to fill or stock prescriptions because of religious beliefs. The bill requires the Department to 
post these waivers on its website to provide public notification of refusal.

Actions Taken Outcome

• Contacted key House members asking for the 
bill to be scheduled

• Died without ever being heard Committee

Lobby Efforts in Washington, DC

For a second year in a row, Secular Coalition for Arizona joined Secular Coalition for America (SCA) to 
bring the voices of nontheistic Arizonans to our legislators in Washington, DC at SCA’s annual Lobby 
Day. SC Arizona’s Executive Director Seráh Blain along with Community Outreach and Development 
Director Brian Wallace, many Arizona nontheistic constituents, and 200 other secular Americans 
lobbied in the US Capital to introduce our representatives to their nontheistic constituents and tell 
them to keep religion out of government. SC Arizona and other secular Arizonans lobbied at the offices 
of Senator Jon Kyl, Representative Paul Gosar, and Representative Jeff Flake.

Secular Coalition for America Lobby Day Issues
Religious Discrimination in Healthcare

We let our legislators know that healthcare refusal clauses couched disingenuously in terms of 
religious liberty are actually discrimination, and we asked for “no” votes on any legislation that allows 
medical professionals to withhold medical information, treatment, or services based on their religious 
values.
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Living as a Nontheist in America

We told our elected officials about the growing number of nontheists in our country and asked them 
to stop sponsoring and supporting legislation and resolutions based solely on religious dogma and 
for religious supporters rather than policy for all Americans regardless of belief or nonbelief. We also 
discussed the growth of SC Arizona, and the secular constituency in the particular districts those 
legislators represent.

Government Affairs
Equality in the State Bar of Arizona

The Religious Right in our State has been working hard to codify discrimination against LGBT people 
in all facets of government and society under the guise of religious freedom. This movement 
jeopardizes real religious liberty and allows people in positions of power to use their faith as a tool to 
disenfranchise people they do not agree with. An example of this was the recent move by the Alliance 
Defense Fund (ADF) to block the State Bar of Arizona from adopting an ethical rule change that would 
have made it professional misconduct for a lawyer to “knowingly manifest bias or prejudice” on the 
basis of sexual orientation or gender identity expression. ADF argued to the Arizona Supreme Court 
that the rule change violated the right to religious expression for lawyers whose religious convictions 
promote discrimination against LGBT people. SC Arizona sent a response to the Court asserting that 
the Arizona Constitution, Sec. 2 Article 12, makes it clear that religious freedom should not be used 
to justify practices that are inconsistent with peace and safety; if lawyers are empowered to use 
religious belief as an excuse to refrain from advocating for justice for clients, peace and safety are 
clearly jeopardized. SC Arizona also argued that the ADF was advocating for the Bar and court to 
elevate a particular religious point of view over other religious beliefs and nonbelief in violation of the 
Establishment Clause of the Constitution of the United States of America. The State Bar unfortunately 
gave in to pressure from ADF and withdrew its petition for the rule change.

Now ADF is working with the State Bar to remove all classes of protected individuals from 
nondiscrimination protection, and is elevating religious conviction over the state’s compelling interest 
to end discrimination. SC Arizona has submitted comments to the Court challenging religious privilege 
in the State Bar, and will continue to work toward ensuring that religious conviction does not trump 
basic rights, including the right to legal representation, of Arizonans.
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Center for Arizona Policy

The conservative Christian lobby organization, Center for Arizona Policy (CAP), continues to have 
disproportionate sway over the state legislature despite the fact that its socially and religiously 
conservative agenda fails to represent the social, political, and religious positions of most Arizonans. 
In addition to the nontheistic community, more and more religious individuals and organizations are 
coming out in opposition to CAP and CAP-supported legislation. SC Arizona will continue to work with 
religious individuals and organizations who oppose CAP and who advocate for secular government. 

SC Arizona Asks IRS to Investigate CAP

CAP appears to be lobbying full-time at the legislature under a 501(c)3 tax-exempt status, rather than 
the 501(c)4 that is required for political advocacy organizations, including Secular Coalition for Arizona. 
Donations to 501(c)3s are tax-deductible (which can be a boon to fundraising), while donations to 
501(c)4s are not tax-deductible. We have filed a formal complaint with the IRS along with several 
other organizations who are concerned about CAP’s incongruous tax-exempt status. We believe this 
represents another example of a religious organization being given special privilege under the law.

Read complaint and more about the Stop CAP effort here.

http://www.stopcap.org/
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Inside SC Arizona
Meet Our Team!
Executive Director

Seráh Blain has been an active member of the Arizona nontheistic movement since moving to the state 
in 2009. She is the organizer of the Prescott Freethinkers, Flagstaff Freethinkers, and the Sedona/Verde 
Valley Secular Freethinkers. She founded the Secular Student Alliance at Prescott College where she 
studied Social Ethics, and served on the inaugural board of Secular Coalition for Arizona. Seráh also 
serves on the board of the Prescott Pride Center and is a hospice volunteer. She lives in Flagstaff with 
her two children and dog.

Board of Directors

Matt Schoenley, Chair 
Matt Schoenley is Chair and former Executive Director of the Secular Coalition for Arizona, a founder 
of Arizona Coalition of Reason (Arizona CoR), and a past Board member of the Humanist Society of 
Greater Phoenix. Matt lives in the Phoenix area, is married with three step children, and works as a 
commercial pilot for a major airline.

Zenaido Quintana, Vice-Chair 
Zenaido Quintana is Vice Chair of the Secular Coalition for Arizona; Vice-President of Americans United 
for the Separation of Church and State, Greater Phoenix Chapter; serves on the Board of Directors 
for ACLU Arizona and is a member of the Humanist Society of Greater Phoenix and Valley of the Sun 
Chapter of the Freedom From Religion Foundation. He is a retired corporate executive and currently a 
small business owner in Phoenix.

Seráh Blain, Secretary 
See above Executive Director bio.

Don Lacey, Treasurer 
Donald Lacey is Secretary of Secular Coalition for Arizona and dedicated to the advancement of reason. 
He is the Arizona State Director of American Atheists, the organizer of Tucson Atheists Meetup Group 
as well as Skeptics of Tucson Meetup Group, and a board member of Freethought Arizona. Don is a 
retired United States Air Force officer and a retired Raytheon Missile Systems program manager. 
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Gil Shapiro, Member at Large 
Gil Shapiro currently serves on the Board of Directors and as spokesman for Freethought Arizona 
(formerly Center for Inquiry of Southern Arizona) in Tucson, is a lecturer on secularism and nontheistic 
subject matter, and has had 27 guest opinions published by the Arizona Daily Star and five by the 
Tucson Citizen, many dealing with the unfair privileging of religion over secularism in our country.  
Gil has worked professionally as a podiatrist in central Tucson since 1980.

Community Outreach and Development Director

Brian Wallace is the Community Outreach and Development director, helping to support, grow, and 
start nontheistic communities around the state in an effort to organize and mobilize our constituency. 
Brian is a graduate of Northern Arizona University and currently works as an Electrical Engineer. 
Except for the 9 years Brian spent in the US Navy, he has lived in Flagstaff since elementary school. He 
organizes the Flagstaff Freethinkers, a group emphasizing family-friendly community and volunteerism. 
Brian is a divorced dad raising three children.

Our Growing Coalition

Secular Coalition for Arizona began the legislative season with ten liaised nontheistic organizations 
throughout the state. Thanks to our Community Outreach initiative, five new organizations have joined 
our coalition this year, including two student organizations. Our Coalition currently consists of the 
following 15 organizations (* = new groups added this year).

Liaised Nontheistic Organizations

• Flagstaff Freethinkers*

• Freedom From Religion Foundation – Valley of the Sun Chapter

• Freethought Arizona

• Humanist Society of Greater Phoenix

• Military Association of Atheists and Freethinkers Arizona Delegation

• Or Adam Congregation for Humanistic Judaism

• Phoenix Atheist Meetup Group

• Prescott Freethinkers
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• Secular Humanist Jewish Circle*

• Secular Student Alliance at Northern Arizona University*

• Secular Student Alliance at Prescott College

• Sedona/Verde Valley Secular Freethinkers*

• Student Organization for Respect of Atheists and Agnostics at Embry-Riddle*

• Tucson Atheists

Liaised Secularist Organizations

• Americans United for Separation of Church and State – Greater Phoenix Chapter
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SC Arizona in the Community
Events
A Secular Society Worth Saving: The Role of Religion and Secularism in Public Policy

On February 6, 2012, Secular Coalition for Arizona hosted a discussion panel on the importance of 
church-state separation with Richard Dawkins, Sean Faircloth, and Elisabeth Cornwell. SC Arizona’s 
Matt Schoenley gave the opening remarks, and John Compere offered a “non-meditation.” Hundreds 
of Arizonans came out to listen to the talks on how the secular community can grow its influence on 
legislative decisions. The video is available to watch online.

National Day of Reason

In opposition to the flood of religiously motivated legislation penned by policy makers in Arizona this 
year, SC Arizona sent an official request to Governor Brewer to declare May 3, 2012 a Day of Reason 
in concert with the many other nontheistic groups nationwide commemorating the day. The Governor 
rejected the request, but SC Arizona nonetheless sponsored events in collaboration with our liaised 
organizations across the state. Events included:

• Phoenix Celebrates Reason! at Civic Science Park with the Phoenix Atheist Meetup Group and the 
Humanist Society of Greater Phoenix

• National Day of Reason Potluck and Write-in Campaign at the Humanist Society of Greater Phoenix 
Community Center

• Flagstaff Celebrates Reason! at Northern Arizona University (NAU) and Flagstaff City Hall with the 
Secular Student Alliance at NAU and the Flagstaff Freethinkers

• Prescott Celebrates Reason! at Courthouse Square with the Secular Student Alliance at Embry-
Riddle, the Secular Student Alliance at Prescott College, and the Prescott Freethinkers

• Verde Valley Celebrates Reason! at Garrison Park with the Sedona/Verde Valley Freethinkers

• Tucson Day of Reason Virtual Event with Freethought Arizona and the Tucson Atheists.

Public Appearances by SC Arizona Directors

• Seráh Blain presented at James Croft on Building the Temple of the Future: Fulfilling the Promise of 
Humanism; February 4, 2012, Prescott College

• Brian Wallace presented at James Croft on Building the Temple of the Future: Fulfilling the Promise 
of Humanism; February 4, 2012, Northern Arizona University

• Matt Schoenley presented at A Secular Society Worth Saving; February 6, 2012, Mesa Arts Center 

http://vimeo.com/39597749
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• Seráh Blain presented at ReasonFest; February 11, 2012, University of Kansas

• Seráh Blain and Brian Wallace presented to the Secular Student Alliance at Northern Arizona 
University; February 24, 2012; Northern Arizona University

• Seráh Blain and Brian Wallace presented at the inaugural meeting of the Sedona/Verde Valley 
Secular Freethinkers; February 28, 2012; Sedona

• Seráh Blain presented to the Freedom From Religion Foundation – Greater Phoenix Chapter; 
January 29, 2012, Hometown Buffet, Phoenix

• Seráh Blain was interviewed on KJACK’s Biased Liberal Media; March 7, 2012, Northern Arizona 
University

• Seráh Blain presented at Katherine Stewart on The Good News Club: The Christian Right’s Stealth 
Attack on America’s Children; March 17, 2012, Prescott College

• Brian Wallace presented at Katherine Stewart on The Good News Club: The Christian Right’s Stealth 
Attack on America’s Children; March 17, 2012, Northern Arizona University

• Seráh Blain presented on Attack of the Theocrats to the Prescott Freethought Forum; April 1, 2012, 
Prescott

• Seráh Blain was interviewed on KJACK’s Biased Liberal Media; April 17, 2012, Northern Arizona 
University

• Seráh Blain spoke at the Unite Against the War on Women Rally; April 28, 2012, Arizona State 
Capitol.  The video is available online

• Seráh Blain presented at National Day of Reason Potluck and Write-in Campaign; May 3, 2012, 
Humanist Society of Greater Phoenix Community Center.

Social Media and Communication

SC Arizona took full advantage of the internet in communicating with our constituents and the broader 
community this legislative season. Some of our achievements in this area include:

• Grew Facebook followers by 270% 

• Grew email Action Alert list by 150%

• Distributed 16 Action Alerts on 11 different bills.

http://vimeo.com/43317024
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Media Coverage

In just two legislative sessions, SC Arizona has quickly become part of the legislative conversation.  
The media is aware of our organization and what we do and often seeks us out to comment from the 
nontheistic perspective.

East Valley Tribune, January 12, 2012 Yuma Sun, January 13, 2012

Verde Independent, January 13, 2013 Daily Sun, January 13, 2012

YourWestValley.com, January 13, 2012 Prescott eNews, January 17, 2012

Flagstaff Today, January 17, 2012 Yuma Sun, January 30, 2012

East Valley Tribune, January 30, 2012 Verde Valley Independent, January 31, 2012

Arizona Sonora News Service, February 23, 2012 Tucson Sentinel, February 24, 2012

Tucson Citizen, April 12, 2012 Phoenix New Times, April 18, 2012

Washington Post, May 9, 2012 Huffington Post, May 10, 2012

The Columbus Dispatch, May 11, 2012 MySanAntonio.com, May 11, 2012

Friendly Atheist blog, May 12, 2012 Christian Post, May 16, 2012 

KFYI 550, May 24, 2012 Alliance Defense Fund Alert, May 24, 2012

Phoenix New Times, May 25, 2012 Phoenix New Times, May 25, 2012

Summary
Secular Coalition for Arizona has an uphill battle. Nontheists are dramatically outnumbered both in 
government and society in this state, and the Center for Arizona Policy is deeply entrenched in the 
legislature—and has deep pockets. However, we are making incredible progress, and are setting the 
standard for other state affiliates and chapters of Secular Coalition for America. We are growing and 
strengthening a powerful grassroots network of secular communities, building relationships with 
key legislators, engaging the media and a broad range of individuals and organizations in a public 
conversation about the importance of secularism, and we are challenging the prominent role religion 
plays in public policy in Arizona. We have a bold plan for continuing the success of SC Arizona moving 
forward and for capitalizing on the momentum we have achieved this legislative season. Look for great 
things to come from our organization in the months ahead!

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/local/article_86af8fee-3d8a-11e1-aa08-001871e3ce6c.html
http://www.yumasun.com/news/schools-75912-school-state.html
http://verdenews.com/m/Articles.aspx?ArticleID=45707
http://azdailysun.com/news/local/state-and-regional/more-private-subsidies-less-accountability/article_29001332-d824-5182-93e9-564733bb4c82.html
http://www.yourwestvalley.com/valleyandstate/article_f46b8246-3e15-11e1-9977-001871e3ce6c.html
http://www.prescottenews.com/home/item/19330-the-secular-coalition-for-arizona-hires-prescotts-ser%C3%A1h-blain
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