
As we prepare to discharge the duties entrusted to us
by our constituents, let us reflect on the qualities that
will permit us success in this endeavor.

Let us first and foremost be guided by reason, that
process of soberly assessing all of the information
available to us, and synthesizing a course of action
therefrom. Only by the impartial, consistent, and just
guidance of reason will we be able to overcome the
litany of personal passions and prejudices that
constrain each of us. Let us not disregard or overlook
those facts that are unfavorable to our specific desired
outcomes. We must each hold ourselves to the
standards that we wish to see embodied in others.

However, we must also be guided by intuition. Any
policy that betrays that fundamental sense of rightness
intrinsic to us all is a bad one, even if it otherwise
adheres to our legal framework. Let us not lose sight of
the fact that the fundamental reason we are gathered
here in this room is to make the world a better place.
Every decision we make must be informed by that
guiding precept.

Finally, let us evince compassion so that we may
overcome the divisiveness that has become so
prevalent in our time. The means of achieving
compassion is understanding, for people are infinitely
forgiving of what they understand. Therefore, whenever
somebody acts or speaks, let us first make a concerted
attempt to understand them. Let us place ourselves
truly and completely in their shoes. Only after we have
gained a genuine understanding of what was said
should we begin to formulate a response.

Let us each be the best that we are capable of being,
and not lose sight of the humanity common to us all.

M A T T H E W  A D L E R

SECULAR
INVOCATIONS

A D R I A N A  C L A R K

On this day, as we should on all days, let us

remember the origins from whence we

have all come: from our mothers. 

Let us not forget one another’s common

humanity, and let us remember that each

of us sitting here in this room was once a

child. 

All of us are human beings; all of us are

here so that we may make the world a

better place; and all of us are doing what

we feel to be good and just. 

When the ugly temptations of hate and

enmity appear in our minds, let us banish

the sentiment by reminding ourselves that,

though we may be different, we are all

people who share the desire to create a

better world. 

Let us commence our work with that

thought front and center in our minds, so

that cooperation and comity may reign in

this chamber. 



Before we begin today, let us take a moment
to take a deep breath, put everything on
pause, and think about why we are here. It
can become easy to get overwhelmed by our
responsibilities, or to charge through the day
with single-minded goals of productivity and
personal achievement. And while we should
take pride and satisfaction in our
accomplishments, we must not lose sight of
our purpose. 

None of us would be here without the support
of our communities—communities of diverse
people who are counting on us to represent
them diligently and honorably. With these
communities in mind, let us set these goals
for ourselves today. 

Let us listen to understand, not to reply.
Let us keep our minds open to change,
instead of assuming we are always right.
Let us seek to work for our communities, not
for ourselves.

As we go forward, let us reflect on these goals
and always remember the people who are
responsible for our presence here today. 

Good morning/afternoon everyone. Today I
want us all to think about how fortunate we are
to represent a state as incredible as Arizona.
We are surrounded by some of the most
diverse and beautiful nature in the United
States, from the plentiful forests in the north to
the towering saguaros in the south. 

We get to celebrate 300 sunny days a year.
We get to boast that we are home to one of
the seven natural wonders of the world. 

On top of all that, we are proud to serve a
culturally diverse population of parents,
teachers, civil servants, entrepreneurs, students,
leaders, innovators, farmers, and more. 

Although serving Arizona is both a great boon
and an honor, it is also a tremendous
responsibility. Let us take a moment to think
about this responsibility and remember that a
state so splendid and remarkable deserves only
the utmost dedication. May we go forward in
earnestness and humility. 

S O P H I E  C A R N E Y

I stand in front of you today to invoke your sincerest efforts and determination to represent fairly the citizens
of Arizona who elected you to the position you now hold. We are called upon by our electorate to enact laws
and propose amendments to the state constitution that are in the best interest of the people we serve. I give
this invocation in the hopes that it inspires you to make the hard decisions and decent choices you are faced
with as we move through this session. 

I invoke you to take a moment to reflect on the duties you have taken on in accepting this role and the
gravity of the power you hold as an Arizona legislator. I urge you keep in mind that we, as Americans and
Arizonans, should consider all people equal and should work toward ensuring that equality is a reality our
electorate enjoys. I invoke you to put the needs of your constituents over your personal wants and needs. I
hope that whatever guiding principle you look to invokes you to work together with each other in order to
create a more fair, just, and equal Arizona. Thank you. 



Fellow legislators, I am called in front of you
today to invoke you to perform the duties
you undertook when you accepted this
position with the utmost honor. I invoke you
to call upon whatever moral guidelines you
follow to further our common goal to enact
laws and propose amendments to the state
constitution that are in the best interest of our
constituents. 

I remind you that we are elected officials and
we work for those who elected us. We work to
make their lives better and to make the state
of Arizona a better place for the people who
reside here. 

We perform this job as Americans, not as
members of a religious group. I invoke you to
make your decisions in that fashion. 

I invoke you to represent your electorate
justly, fairly, and in their best interest as
opposed to your own. Thank you. 

The Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary
defines “Invocation” as: “the act or process of
petitioning for help or support” (as from a
sovereign authority or deity). It is noteworthy
that the Framers of the U.S. Constitution chose
not to invoke such outside powers. The
Constitution was written as a secular document
that invokes the power of the people. The
Founders formed the outlines of governance
beginning with these new and significant words:
WE THE PEOPLE!  

The phrase WE THE PEOPLE recalls the
Founders’ injurious past experiences with
authoritarian governments and the
intermingling of Religion and State. The
Constitution never explicitly mentions any Deity.
Article VI of the Constitution establishes that
no religious test shall ever be required for
holding public office in our secular republic.
Additionally, they included the “Separation
Clause” in the First Amendment to promote the
Separation of Church and State under the Bill
of Rights for WE THE PEOPLE.   

In Arizona, WE THE PEOPLE are a plurality
of races, ethnicities, gender identities, and
religious beliefs.  

WE THE PEOPLE require a legislative process
that disallows granting “religious privilege “to
any religious group. All religious persons and
non-religious persons must be treated with
equal respect and dignity under Arizona law
and practice.

Partisan politics correctly legislate matters of
budgetary expenditures, health and safety, land
and water management, and other civic
concerns. But WE THE PEOPLE are best
served by a state government that represents
its diversity in terms of equal human rights and
equal legal protections for all Arizonans. May it
be so! 

B R U C E  R A T C L I F F

Let me awake and see the beauty that
surrounds me all around.
Let me hear the singing birds make their
wonderful sound.
Let me be thankful for my health that has been
good to me so far.
Let all my dreams come true when wishing
upon a star.
Let me be thankful for friendship that was
lovingly given me.
Let me never forget the caring that was made
for me to see.
B E T T Y  O P H E I M



I ask you not to bow your heads, but instead to open your eyes.
Look at the world as it is but imagine what it could be if we all 
brought our good hearts to work every day.

The word “invocation” has several meanings:
First, the act or process of petitioning for help or support; 

Today I petition for support for our democracy: a democracy that includes all people regardless of their
individual characteristics or choices. A democracy that does not elevate one person, one ideology or one
belief over another. A participatory democracy that stands for human rights and social justice. 

Second, a calling upon for authority or justification.

Today I call upon the authority of evidence, facts and reason as justification for the decisions made by this
governmental body. Decisions that will benefit all of the people of this city, not just the rich, not just the
vocal, not just the powerful – but all of us.

Third, a formula for conjuring.

Today I conjure up the best of what’s in all our hearts: kindness and concern for others, acceptance and
understanding, and the ability to think for ourselves using reason and knowledge.

The last meaning is an act of legal or moral implementation.

Implementation is, of course, the most important aspect of any “invocation” What do we want to implement?

We want to lead meaningful lives
We want to be free from dogma and fear
We want to have compassion for our fellow citizens
We want to leave the world a better place than we found it

We owe it to ourselves and all with whom we share this fragile planet now and in the future to make our
lives the best we can. 

Let us embrace a code of ethics driven by a sincere thirst for justice. A code that does not depend on threat
or punishment, but can only be found within ourselves by understanding the connections to our mutual well-
being. 

A friend of mine, Olivia free-woman said, “The table of peace will be set with justice.” May we have both in
our hearts this day and everyday.

D I A N N E  P O S T



As an atheist, a humanist and a long time member of this community, 
I ask that we all look into our own hearts for the wisdom and strength
 we need to move closer to a community where all residents can enjoy 
living a healthy and safe life. 

People from all kinds of faiths and none make up our community that is a body of persons having
a common history or common social, economic and political interests, or joint ownership or
participation.   

That common history, those common values include:

Individualism and community: That we each have a right to the expression of our own beliefs even
if different from the majority

equality and diversity: regardless of our personal identifying characteristics we all have something
unique and valuable to add to the mix

science, technology and opportunity: we value the scientific method, the good that it has brought
to many and the opportunity it has opened up

progress and change: we believe in moving forward and embracing new ideas

As part of this community I ask that you, the elected representatives, reflect on these shared
common values when making government decisions.  

I ask that you, elected officials, be in community with all your constituents, including those of all
convictions including non-theists by focusing on our common values that move us forward not on
individual beliefs that drive us apart.  

D I A N N E  P O S T

We stay focused on the objectives we have for the world: Peace. Tranquility. A true Brotherhood of Man.
Freedom from hunger, from oppression, from sickness. The freedom to choose our own destinies. 

We reaffirm our commitment to a test for all we do and support: Is it the truth? Is it fair to all concerned? Will
it build good will and better friendships? Will it be beneficial to all concerned? We reaffirm our commitment
to high ethics in all we do. 

And we give thanks for all the blessings, opportunities and responsibilities that befall us. We continue with
optimism, renewed energy, and a commitment to service to you and our fellow Arizonans.

J O S E P H  C O O N S



Thank you for this opportunity to "invoke" a minority point
of view.

Each of us is a minority, with respect to something. It
might be race, religion, sexual orientation, nationality, or
any other way we may be regarded as different. Each of
us is also part of some majority. It is when we wear our
majority hats that we need to be most mindful of how we
treat others. We must pledge our best efforts to help one
another, and to defend the rights of all of our citizens and
residents.

What divides us is not so much our religious differences in
this diverse country, but the degree of commitment we
have to equal freedom of conscience for all people. We
are gathered today, both religious and secular members
of our community, with the shared belief that we must
treat our fellow human beings with respect and dignity.

I don't ask you to close your eyes, but to keep your eyes
constantly open to the serious issues that city government
can and should solve or improve. I don't ask you to bow
your heads, but to look up at what you can accomplish by
applying your considerable talents and experience to the
problems that confront us.

As you work together on behalf of all who live in this city,
may you gain strength and sustenance from one another
through reason and compassion.
I'd like to close in a bipartisan manner by quoting from
two presidents I greatly admire-one a Republican and the
other a Democrat.

First, the Republican:
When I do good, I feel good; when I do bad, I feel bad.
That is my religion.
-- Abraham Lincoln

And then, the Democrat:
It's remarkable how much you can accomplish if you don't
care who gets the credit. 
-- Harry S. Truman

H E R B  S I L V E R M A N

Acknowledge your power, and your
expectation that we be of service to
mankind. 

Let us renew our obligation to fulfill
that expectation, just as the return
of spring renews growth in the
world around us, with a new
commitment to help others in our
community, our nation, and our
world. 

With the power, influence, and
wealth that we as leaders in this
place most certainly have, let us
always remember that these are a
blessing from you, and that charity
is more fulfilling than decadence,
and the Golden Rule a much richer
yardstick than any bank account. 

J O S E P H  C O O N S



May this be the day

We come together.

Mourning, we come to mend,

Withered, we come to weather,

Torn, we come to tend,

Battered, we come to better.

Tethered by this year of yearning,

We are learning

That though we weren't ready for this,

We have been readied by it.

We steadily vow that no matter

How we are weighed down,

We must always pave a way forward.

*

This hope is our door, our portal.

Even if we never get back to normal,

Someday we can venture beyond it,

To leave the known and take the first steps.

So let us not return to what was normal,

But reach toward what is next.

*
What was cursed, we will cure.

What was plagued, we will prove pure.

Where we tend to argue, we will try to agree,

Those fortunes we forswore, now the future we foresee,

A M A N D A  G O R M A N

Where we weren't aware, we're now awake;

Those moments we missed

Are now these moments we make,

The moments we meet,

And our hearts, once altogether beaten,

Now all together beat.

*

Come, look up with kindness yet,

For even solace can be sourced from sorrow.

We remember, not just for the sake of yesterday,

But to take on tomorrow.

*

We heed this old spirit,

In a new day's lyric,

In our hearts, we hear it:

For auld lang syne, my dear,

For auld lang syne.

Be bold, sang Time this year,

Be bold, sang Time,

For when you honor yesterday,

Tomorrow ye will find.

Know what we've fought

Need not be forgot nor for none.

It defines us, binds us as one,

Come over, join this day just begun.

For wherever we come together,

We will forever overcome.


