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2025 COMPLAINTS

ol total:
e Schools: 31
e City Councils: 21

o Dept. of Corrections
o House/Senate
o Library

e State Bar: 1

e Elected Official: 22
e Schools/Churches/Elections
Violations: 7

Previous "

Complaints:

o V022 54
o V02152
e V020: 52

e 2019:27
o 2018 13
e 201712
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SUCCESSES

e PV Wildfire School — church
moved out after complaint

e Casa Grande School board -
rejected prayer

e Camp Verde council - fought off
attack on library

e Kirkland and Ironwood schools
stopped handing out religious
fliers after complaint

e Esperanza Elem — apologized for
punishing girl for refusing to say
pledge after intervention




SUCCESSES

e West Wind Elem - took down
religious banner after complaint

e Millennial School - canceled
religious speaker after complaint

e Chapparal HS — cancelled
Turning Point

e Deer Valley School Bd, attorney
did training for board members
on First Amendment after
complaint.

e Anonymous school —sub
removed bible poster from wall
after complaint




OSSES

e Dewey-Humboldt had stopped
their legislative prayers but with
a hew election, started them up
again.

e Peoria school board member
Rooks sued rather than follow
the law not to quote Bible verses
during school board meetings.

Peoria Unified school board member sues district over
Bible quotes at public meetings

By Matthew Casey

[ © share 3 |
’ Listen to this story
A Download mp3 (1.43 MB)

A northwest Valley school board member is accusing the district she represents of violating her First
Amendment rights on religion and free speech.

Heather Rooks wants a federal judge to declare that it's legal for her to quote Bible verses while making
general comments at Peoria Unified school board meetings.

Rooks said at a July meeting that the district told her to stop quoting scripture because it was illegal.

Rooks also said she was giving way to her lawyers at the Texas-based First Liberty Institute where Andrew
Gould is senior counsel.
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LAWYER
TRAININGS
2025-2024

e WWorkshop at State Bar
Convention In Tucson June
14,2023 - Damage Done and
and Danger to the Separation
of Church and State Doctrine

o 42 signhed up, 32 attended

e \Workshop at State bar
Convention June 12-14 2024
Censorship In Schools




PUBLICATIONS

Know your rights: religious freedom in public schools

Secular AZ's legal
fellow published
articles on faith
healing and
homeopathy...
and a three-part
series on student

privacy

Faith healing has deadly consequences for children

BREAKING: Magical sugar pills are not as effective as
actual medicine!

Minors' Rights in Health Care

Arizona Capitol Times published two op-eds on

the pledge and clergy/penitent privilege

State Bar materials on legal issues
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https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2023/03/31/children-cannot-be-required-to-recite-the-pledge-of-allegiance/
https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2023/04/17/court-protects-church-that-shielded-abuser-whos-protecting-children/
https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2023/04/17/court-protects-church-that-shielded-abuser-whos-protecting-children/
https://secularaz.org/protecting-minors-rights/
https://secularaz.org/minors-rights-in-health-care/
https://secularaz.org/religious-freedom-schools/
https://secularaz.org/faith-healing/
https://secularaz.org/homeopathy/

OTHER
ACTIONS

e Show Low — participated with
executive director and local
people to discuss local issues,
new group started

e Payson — legal fellow
participated with executive
director and locals re school
board

e | egal Fellow sent letter to
every school board about First
Amendment requirements as
an innoculation
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INFRASTRUCTURE

e | egal Fellow, Adriana Clark,
worked half time from
August to Dec. She was our
first legal intern 2 years ago
while In law school, now
graduated.

e Legal Committee — meeting
bimonthly

e Intern this fall and formally in
the spring— ASU student,
Josh Worthington
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SECULAR

ARIZONA'S VOICE FOR SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE

Thank you for your continued support.

CONTACT

Dianne Post
legaldirector@secularaz.org

secularAZ.org



