Why We Oppose HB 2830 (2026}

Government Overreach into Academic Standards:

e HB 2830 bypasses Arizona’s established standards process. State law
already gives the Arizona State Board of Education authority to develop
science standards through expert review and public input. This bill
overrides that process by mandating a specific curriculum in statute.

e Politicians should not be writing science standards. Standards should be
developed by educators and subject-matter experts, not dictated through
legislation.

e This sets a concerning precedent. Legislative mandates on specific
science topics open the door to future political interference in academic
standards.

Administrative and Implementation Burden:

e HB 2830 forces the state to reopen recently updated standards. Arizona’s
science standards were adopted in 2021, and this bill would require the
Arizona Department of Education and the Arizona State Board of Education
to revise them again.

e Districts would face new compliance costs. Schools may need to update
lesson plans, instructional materials, and teacher training to align with the
mandate.

e This disrupts implementation. Many schools are still integrating the 2021
standards, and this bill creates unnecessary instability.

Misalignment with Existing Education Policy:

e The bill creates confusion in state education law. It requires instruction on
fertilization and pregnancy stages, while declaring that the content is not
sex education.

e This creates compliance challenges for schools. Districts must navigate
conflicting rules around science instruction and sex education policies.

Politicizing Science Instruction:

e HB 2830 restricts how educators can teach biological concepts. It
mandates specific prenatal topics while banning discussion of related
subjects such as contraception, abortion, or reproductive decision-
making.

e This limits the scientific context. Topics like fertilization and pregnancy are
typically taught within broader human biology and reproduction units.

Teachers need flexibility to teach science accurately. Legislative restrictions
undermine professional judgment in the classroom.

Tell your elected representatives NO on HB2830



https://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/k-12standards/standards-science
https://secularaz.org/azlegislator-lookup/
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/84660
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